
 

 

SIR RANULPH FIENNNES – MISSION OVERVIEW 

Sir Ranulph Fiennes is an English explorer who has broken many world records. In this unit of work, the children will take part in a trans globe adventure. They must first prove they have got what it takes 
before passing through France and the Sahara Desert en route to the South and North Poles. They will need strength of character in order to push through the adversities they face along the way.   

Mission 1 

‘If you want to go fast, you should go alone. If you want to go far, you should go together.’ 

Before we start our trans globe adventure, we need to see if the explorers have what it takes to be world record holders. Can they cut it in 100,000 miles of desert, roaring seas, 
mountainous snow and crawling jungle swamps? Sir Ranulph Fiennes was so determined and resilient that he set many World Records. Today teams are going to learn about other 
people who have set records…and try to beat them! 

Mission 2 

‘We never know the worth of water until the well is dry.’ 

Your teams made it through France, Spain and are now in the Sahara! There are sand storms raging. Some of the explorers’ vehicles have become bogged in the sweeping sand 
blizzards and the temperature is a scorching 100 degrees! In order to prevent remaining vehicles from being eaten up by the sand and overheating, teams must fill them with 
water and cool them down.  

Mission 3 

‘Pick your team because of character not skill!’ 

The team are now out of the Sahara and 600 miles from the South Pole. Explorers are camped over the hinge zone. The treacherous conditions have caused snow tractors to 
plunge six feet into a deep crevasse. The team doctor has become trapped in a falling tractor – it is unknown how serious his injuries are, but explorers need to reach him in order 
to treat him!  

Mission 4 

‘Home is not a place, it’s a feeling.’  

The team is now 200 miles North of Rothera. It has been a long and difficult journey so far and morale is at an all-time low. Messages from home would really boost the struggling 
explorers; they’re hoping that a mail drop will arrive any day!  

Mission 5 

‘Cold is more dangerous than heat.’ 

Following a welcome morale boost from friends and family, explorers have covered further hundreds of miles and have reached Mailham Fjord. Huge icy ridges greet them. With 
night time descending and temperatures rapidly declining, teams must build shelter – in this climate there’s only one structure to ensure survival…an igloo!  

Mission 6 

‘The worst thing you can do about a situation … is nothing!’ 

After a successful nights rest in their igloos, explorers have descended into the bright new day to discover that their Skidoos have lost all power and will not re-charge. Remaining 
in this location is not an option as the ice caps are moving and storms are setting in. Explorers must construct equipment that will enable them to continue with the route.  

Mission 7 

‘Sometimes you just have to go with the waves.’ 

After a gruelling journey, teams have made it through the ice ridge onto safe land. They are now aboard the ship and have anchored off the island of Tokelau, near New Zealand. 
Although on the homeward straight, explorers are unable to relax just yet! As these waters are unpredictable and ever changing, a permanent watch needs to be maintained on 
the bridge, to ensure a safe distance and no drift. 

Mission 8 

‘The heart that gives, gathers.’  

Sir Ranulph Fiennes has raised over £14 million for UK charities. In 2015, he completed Marathon Des Sables in aid of Marie Curie and has also raised money for many other 
charities including the Multiple Sclerosis Society and British Heart Foundation. Sir Ranulph put his determination to good cause - raising money for charity. On their final mission, 
explorers will do the same, by designing their own obstacle course! 
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