
 

 

IBN BATTUTA – MISSION OVERVIEW  
For almost 30 years, The Moroccan Muslim scholar and explorer, Ibn Battuta, experienced many wonders of the world. He undertook epic excursions called Rihla. During his travels, Ibn 
experienced war and hardship. He delved into the traditions of many cultures and religions and even secured a job as a judge. His extensive travels covered nearly the whole of the known 
Islamic world and beyond, extending from North Africa, West Africa, Southern and Eastern Europe before encountering the Middle East, Indian subcontinents, Central Asia, Southeast Asia 
and China. After his travels, he returned to Morocco. During this unit, explorers will experience both Ibn’s struggles and achievements whilst igniting their curiosity, truly broadening their 
horizons.  

 
Mission 1 

“Do what you love and the money will follow.” 
Initially, your explorers hope to make a pilgrimage to Mecca and back, unaware that they’ll be away from home for nearly 3 decades! The journey to 
Mecca will be a long and exhausting one. It will encompass desert treks and little time for recuperation. During this mission, explorers will navigate the 
souks of Morocco, purchasing supplies for the journey ahead.  

 
Mission 2 

“The limits of my language are the limits of my world.’  
Following a gruelling expedition, by foot, through the Sahara, your explorers are close to Mecca. They’ve reached the Red Sea and are Intent on not 
returning home, they’ve commissioned a captain and his crew to sail them to the next destination. The only problem is they speak a different 
language. Can your explorers learn a new means of communication and direct the Captain through the red Sea, towards Mecca, to make their 
pilgrimage?  

 
Mission 3 

“In every grain of sand is a story of the earth.” 
Following a successful pilgrimage to Mecca, explorers want to search many further wonders of the world. Their aim is to immerse themselves in as 
many cultures, traditions and communities as possible – they dream of returning to Morocco with tales of far off lands and broad, educated minds. 
From Mecca, they decide to trek east across the Arabian desert, in search of Iran. Ancient scripts talk of gleaming treasures hidden in the Arabian 
desert – will explorers be lucky enough to discover it?  

 
Mission 4 

“One’s life has many compartments.” 
An influx of wealth, following their discovery of treasure in the Arabian desert, has allowed your explorers to purchase a small vessel for the next leg 
of the journey. They’ve decided to sail south down the Eastern coast of Africa, before docking in Tanzania. Upon arrival, explorers are astonished by 
the bright, colourful and unusual spices for sale – they decide to carefully preserve a selection of delicacies, to present to their family when they 
return home.  

 
Mission 5 

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 
Not content with all that they have learnt so far, explorers are determined to discover even more of the world. They decide to head to a new 
continent, using their small vessel to make a long journey across the Arabian sea. Arriving on the western coat of India, they are greeted by an excited 
crowd who’ve heard tales of the explorers adventure and discovery. Being held in such high regard, and offering complete impartiality, your explorers 
are asked to judge a current court case in Mumbai. Are they able to consider the evidence and ensure that justice is served?  

 
Mission 6 

“The mind is everything, what you think you become.” 
High social status and respect amongst society have encouraged explorers to spend many years living in India and enjoying Indian food and tradition. 
A thirst for further knowledge and adventure however, is giving your explorers itchy feet and they’re ready for the next voyage! A new destination 
awaits and this time the explorer’s head further East, to experience the delights of China. Once there, they discover scripts of an ancient religion, will 
decoding the scrolls enlighten their lives?   

 
Mission 7 

“Take every chance, drop every fear.” 
Having spent many years discovering the lands of Africa and the East, explorers were keen to venture to the far off continent of Europe. The journey 
took many years and required several modes of transport. Today they arrive on the southern coast of Spain, a place differing greatly from the East in 
which they spent over a decade. The Spanish monarch greets the famous explorers and invites the group to join them at a traditional Spanish bull 
fight. But who will survive? Explorer or beast?  

 
Mission 8 

“It feels good to be lost in the right direction” 



 

 

  Like Battuta, explorers have spent nearly 30 long years experiencing what the world has to offer. Growing old and tired, they decide it’s time to head 
back home to Morocco, to share all they have learnt and discovered. Over the many years, explorers have written tales and poetry in their journal. 
During their final voyage, their precious scripts have become damaged. Before sharing their tales with long lost family and friends, they must repair 
their precious journal.   


