
 

 

 

AMELIA EARHART – MISSION OVERVIEW  

Earhart was a pioneer of aviation. She dedicated her life to the development of flight and from an early age dreamt of taking flight. During this unit, teams of aviators will 
learn and experience the struggles faced by Amelia Earhart. Have they got the resilience, dedication and positivity that she did? How will their journey end?  

 

Mission 1 

‘It’s a Man’s World.’ 

It is 1927 and pilots are about to board aeroplane “Friendship.” Amelia worked amongst a group of men. Her role was to relay information from maps. 
However, in 1927 women were not considered as equal to men and therefore Amelia was often ignored. During today’s mission pilots will understand 
the disadvantage that Amelia faced being a woman.   

Mission 2 

‘A good plane is more important than a good pilot.’  

After overcoming the difficulties of being a woman in a ‘man’s world’, pilots have finally been accepted as part of the aeronautical team. Today they 
will build and test their own aircraft, attempting Amelia’s famous journey across the Atlantic Ocean.   

Mission 3 

‘Images are worth a thousand words.’  

Whilst returning back across the Atlantic Ocean, a storm caused pilots to make an emergency landing. Luckily the plane only incurred minor damage. 
Before the teams can head back to the U.S.A, they must communicate with the closest navigation tower and be given authorisation for their un- 
planned take-off.    

Mission 4 

‘Slow and steady wins the race.’  

EMERGENCY! CRASH LANDING! Unidentified damage to the plane’s engine has caused our pilots to make another emergency landing whilst en-route 
back to the U.S.A. Upon impact, the aircraft burst into flames. Teams must act quickly to extinguish the fire, if they are to have any chance of returning 
home. 

Mission 5 

‘Logic will take you from A to B. Imagination will take you everywhere.’ 

Phew! The fire is out and the main body of the aircraft has been saved. Before taking off, large areas of the plane must be rebuilt. Teams must work 
together to repair their craft and successfully take off before dark. Each plane will undergo thorough inspection before taking to the sky. 

Mission 6 

‘Until you spread your wings, you have no idea how far you can fly.’ 

Pilots and their aircraft have successfully taken to the skies! Mid-flight (at 4,267m above sea level) they notice a problem with one of the wings. Their 
only option is to fix the damage whilst airborne.  Agility, balance and teamwork will be vital in avoiding casualties and remaining in flight. 

Mission 7 

‘There are some things you can only learn in a storm.’ 

It is the last leg of the pilot’s flight back to the U.S.A and visibility is poor. In this life or death situation, pilots must navigate through the storm and 
avoid any oncoming dangers. Can the pilots survive such harsh and life-threatening conditions? 

Mission 8 

‘The point of living is to be remembered.’ 

This is the pilots’ final mission, but how will it end?  There have been many theories about Amelia Earhart’s disappearance, including that she was on a 
secret mission for the United States government to spy on Pacific islands held by the Japanese who captured and killed her. According to another 
theory, she was held a prisoner of the Japanese until after the Second World War when she was brought back in secret to the United States.  There is 
little evidence that there is any truth to these theories. Today, teams will decide how their journey will end. 


