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Here at Victoria Lane, we use a whole school, strategic approach 

to the teaching of reading. Our bespoke systems are tailored 

exactly to what our pupils need to help them become fluent, 

confident, and enthusiastic readers. 

 

Early Reading 

At Victoria Lane Academy, we use Letters and Sounds as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics program. Teaching begins in Nursery 
with phase 1 letters and sounds, a phase designed to introduce 

children to sound identification, discrimination, and rhyme. Phase 1 
is taught through games and practical activities and is continually 
revisited throughout a child’s time in nursery. Phase 2 phonics, 
which involves the introduction of letters linked to sounds, is 
introduced only when a child is found to be secure in phase 1 (as 
determined through informal assessment).  
 
More details about the terminology we use during phonics lessons 
are in the Phonics For Parents document. 
 
In Reception and Year 1 we use ‘StoryTime Phonics’ -an engaging 
and multisensory program to support the teaching of Letters and 
Sounds. 
 
StoryTime Phonics uses ‘real’ books and memorable learning 
experiences to allow children to see and hear their new sounds 
applied in stories, some of which they should already be familiar 
with. A love of reading is at the heart of our this: it introduces 
children to a wide range of children’s authors and story types. The 
fact that each book is delivered by the ‘Phonic Fairy’ introduces a 
touch of magic which captivates the children’s imaginations. 
 
Using StoryTime phonics helps children to understand that phonics                        
is not only for phonics lessons and that they are actually the 
building blocks of reading. It actively engages all of our children 
in their learning. 
 
The sequence of teaching for the phonic phases are shown in detail 
in the Phonics Phase Overview document. In summary, while in 
Reception, children are taught 2 weeks of Letters and Sounds Phase 
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1 followed by Phase 2 and Phase 3 over the next 12 weeks. After 
14 weeks they will have been taught all of the 44 phonemes and 
49 graphemes included in these phases.  
The sounds are repeated over the following 12 weeks for 
consolidation and development of fluency. Phase 4 is also 
introduced during this time. 
 
In the summer term, we tailor the program to consolidate sounds 
that are not embedded or move on to teaching some Phase 5 sounds. 
 
In Year 1, children are taught Phase 5 and review previous phases. 
Once all of the sounds have been taught, children work on reading 
and writing the alternate pronunciations and spellings of each 
sound.  
 
The sounds taught each week are shown in detail in the Reception 
and Year 1 Phonics Progression links.  
 
High Frequency Words (HFW) are taught throughout the program at 
the relevant stages and pupils are expected to read these words by 
sight and spell them.  
 

We have a comprehensive and robust phonics assessment system in 

place, which assesses both phonics knowledge and reading fluency. 

This ensures that reading fluency does not hinder a pupil’s phonics 

fluency. 

Pupils are given a phonically decodable reading book or card to 
take home and read, this matches their phonics progress.  
Books are monitored weekly and as soon as staff think that 
pupils are fluent and secure in a phase or set of words they are 
assessed again and moved onto the next stage.  
For some confident Reception children and those in Year 1, children 

also take home a ‘School Reading Book’ closely matched to their 

fluency ability. This is in addition to their phonically decodable 

book/card and may contain vocabulary unfamiliar to them. To see 

more detailed guidance on our phonically progressive books, look 

at the Phonically Decodable Home Reading document. 

Once children are fluent across all phonic phases, they are 

considered to be ‘functional readers’ 
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Functional Reading KS1 

As soon as they are introduced to books in Nursery, children begin 

to learn how stories are structured. They are encouraged to discuss 

storylines, characters and settings, begin to predict outcomes and 

give their opinions on events.  

As outlined in the Early Reading section, KS1 initially focuses on 

phonics but children begin to work on simple comprehension 

questions as soon as they are able; initially, answers will be given 

orally and pupils will record written answers when teaching staff 

are confident they can do so. 

When children can read fluently and accurately, they are considered 

to be functional readers and we can focus on teaching more 

advanced reading skills. 

Functional readers in KS1 progress through banded scheme books 

and these books are read by children in school and also at home. 

We encourage all pupils to read at home as much as possible, 

three times each week would be the minimum!  

Functional Reading KS2 

Once pupils enter KS2, from Year 3 – Year 6, our teaching of reading 

is split into different areas, with priority given to the key skills of 

retrieval, inference and deduction and vocabulary.  

As well as the 3 key skills, there are a range of ‘mini-skills’ – 

summarising, predicting, comparing, sequencing and ‘whole text’ – 

which are also taught but less frequently. 

To look at suggestions of how you can help your child with these 

skills at home, have a look at the ‘Developing Your Child’s Reading 

Skills’ document. 

Pupils are usually taught in differentiated groups of similar ability, 

though the groups will be fluid, meaning that a child can move 

from one group to another, depending on the skill being taught.  

Texts looked at come from across a wide range of genres, they 

may be linked to class novels, Science, History or Geography 

topics, poetry, classic fiction and non-fiction. 



 
 

Victoria Lane Academy 2021   5 

 

We also consider ‘Reading Reconsidered’ which explores the ‘5 

Plagues of Reading’. This identifies a range of books that children 

should have access to throughout their school lives in order to 

better comprehend the more challenging texts expected of them in 

secondary school and to become lifelong readers.  

                                                                               

The 5 ‘plagues’ are:  

1.) Archaic Texts 

2.) Non-Linear Time Sequences 

3.) Narratively Complex 

4.) Complexity of Plot/Symbolic 

5.) Resistant Texts 

You can find the detailed list of books in ‘The Five Plagues of 

Reading’ document. Extracts of the suggested books are used in 

reading lessons, so that even if we don’t read the entire book, 

pupils are able to become familiar with the language, story 

structure and themes of the novels. 

Reading Plus 

In KS2, pupils’ reading is also supported by the ‘Reading Plus’ ICT 

program. This is an online resource, which pupils access 

independently once they have undertaken a Reading Plus assessment. 

Initial assessments are completed under the supervision of the class 

teacher, to ensure focus and concentration in order that true 

reflection of each pupil’s reading ability is ascertained.  

Across a week, it’s advised that each child accesses three sessions 

of Reading Plus; the programme can also be used at home and 

recorded as such in home reading diaries. 

In addition, pupils also have a home reading book, which is 

matched closely to their reading ability using a ‘Lexile’ measure. A 

‘Lexile’ measure is given to a book, based on its’ vocabulary and 

complexity of sentences, among other measures. In order to ensure 

depth and breadth of study, teachers track which books children 

have read and check the suitability of pupils’ choices. 
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Love of Reading 
 
To foster a love of reading at Victoria Lane Academy, we have 
focussed on our use of class libraries and class novels as vehicles 
for promoting reading as both a worthwhile and pleasurable 
activity. 
Every class, from Reception through to Year 6, has a well-stocked 

class library filled with a range of books (including fiction, non-

fiction, modern, classic, picture, poetry etc) written by a range of 

authors.  

Teachers actively engage with pupils when they are choosing their 

school reading books and discuss plots, themes, conventions, 

genres, and predictions.  

Pupils are also encouraged to recommend books to their friends and 

contribute to a class wish list of books they would like added to 

the library (this may be books they have read elsewhere, sequels or 

those from an author they have particularly enjoyed).  

In nursery children are given access to a mini lending library and 

parents are encouraged to help their children choose a book to 

take home and share each week.  

In Reception and Year 1, children choose                                          

a Story Time book from their library,                                      

which is to be read to them by adults                                    

either in school or at home and is read                                     

purely for pleasure. 

You can see a list of all of the ‘Storytime’ books that we’ve chosen 

in the ‘Storytime Books’ documents. 

Other ways in which we encourage a love of reading are: 

• ‘Chatterbooks’ after school club for early years and KS1 

children. 

• Regular nursery ‘stay and play’ sessions themed around 

books which introduce parents to the joy of sharing a book 

with their child.  

• When pupils come into their class on a morning, they begin 

their day with quiet, independent reading and a bagel! Class 
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teachers also use this time to listen to children read their 

books.  

• Across all subjects, we encourage reading to be an integral 

part of lessons. This may be reading a set of instructions 

for an investigation in Science or finding out about a 

historical or current event during a Topic lesson.   

• We reward home reading within classes and as a school: 

our most prolific home-readers are chosen to visit 

Waterstones to choose books for class libraries, once each 

term.  

• Regular author workshops are also held in school, which 

coincide with ‘Booky Breakfasts’ when parents are also 

invited into school to enjoy breakfast with their child and 

share books with them.  

• Reading has a high profile around the school environment 

with dedicated reading areas, displays linked to class novels 

in classrooms and other reading displays around school.    

Class novels are an integral part of our school day and all classes 

have a book read to them each day, for a minimum of 15 minutes.  

Novels are chosen for their quality; we read high-quality books, 

which the class will love and foster an ongoing love of reading. 

To see our termly class book overview, look at the Class Novels 

Overview documents. 

Home Reading 

Reading, and talking about texts with an adult, is incredibly 

beneficial in terms of accelerating children’s reading, general 

knowledge, vocabulary and writing as well as boosting their overall 

capacity for learning - so therefore we encourage our parents to 

read with their children every day. 

In Nursery children are sent home with Phase 1 phonics cards, 

containing games and fun activities that they can do at home to 

support their learning of Phase 1. They are also given access to a 

mini lending library where they can choose a book to take home to 

share with their parents/carers.  
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In Reception and Year 1, as children begin to learn to read, they 

will be sent home with reading resources, consisting of either 

phonics cards or books, carefully matched to their phonic knowledge. 

As they become more confident readers, they also begin to take home 

a school reading book. In addition, every child will also be given 

a ‘Storytime’ book, which should be read to them by an adult. These 

books are simply to enjoy! 

As children’s ability improves and they become more confident and 

fluent readers, they progress through the bands of the scheme books  

In KS2, the books that children use for home reading will be chosen 

from their class library or from the banded scheme books which 

are integrated into class libraries. 

   

Throughout school, home reading is recorded in a diary; reading 

books and diaries should be brought into school each day, so that 

each class can keep a record of home reading. 

 

 


