
Phonics Phases Overview 
 

This document will show you all of the graphemes and high 
frequency words (HFW) for each phonics phase. By the end 
of each phase, the aim is that pupils should be able to 
accurately blend (read) and segment (spell) words containing 

all of the sounds in each phase and previous phases. They 
should also be able to read the HFW by sight and spell 
them. 
 
Phase 1  
The focus is on listening and making sounds with mouths 

and bodies—e.g. environmental sounds, rhyme, rhythm, 
alliteration and early letter recognition. 
 
Phase 2 
Each week, children learn single letters and their 
corresponding sounds in a useful order (e.g. SATPIN) so 
that they can begin to blend and segment short words.  

There are 19 letters/sounds to learn: 
Set 1: s a t p  
Set 2: i n m d  
Set 3: g o c k  
Set4: ck e u r  
Set 5: h b f, ff l, ll ss  
 

Phase 2 HFW 

Decodable Words Tricky Words 

a had not the 

an back got to 

as and up I 

at get mum no 

if big but go 

in him put into 

is his it  

of on off  

can dad   
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Phase 3  
Phase 3 introduces ‘friendly letters’, where two letters make 
one sound, e.g. ai, oa, sh.  

Skills in blending and segmenting are further developed. 
There are 25 more grapheme-phoneme correspondences  
Set 6: j v w x  
Set 7: y z, zz qu  
Phase 3 - Two and three letter graphemes:  
ch, sh th ng        ai ee igh oa oo oo     ar or ur ow oi           

ear air ure er  
 
Phase 3 HFW 

Decodable Words Tricky Words 

will see he you 

that for she they 

this now we all 

then down me are 

them look be  my 

with too was  her 

 
Phase 4  

This phase is an opportunity to recap all Phase 2/3 sounds 
in a range of contexts. Children begin to read and write 2-
syllable words and also words where two sounds are close 
together, e.g. s-l-i-p / p-l-ay / f-r-igh-t).   
 
Phase 4 HFW 

Decodable Words  Tricky Words 

went said were 

its have there 

from like litte 

children so one 

just do  when 

help some out 

 come what 
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Phase 5  
This phase tackles the complexities of spelling in English and 
teaches children to explore alternative spellings and 
pronunciations for all sounds (e.g. all different spellings of 

/ay/).  They will learn how to apply a ‘best bet’ rule (e.g. 
/oi/ in the middle, /oy/ at the end) and will begin reading 
and talking about suffixes (letter strings which come at the 
end of words, eg. ing, ed).  
 
New graphemes:  

ay (day) ou (out) ie (tie) ea (eat) oy (boy) ir (girl)  
 
ue (blue) aw (saw) wh (when) ph (photo) ew (new) oe (toe) 
au (Paul) ey (key) ow (blow) 
 
Split digraphs  
a-e (make) e-e (these) i-e (like) o-e (home) u-e (rule)  

 
New pronunciations for known graphemes:  
i (fin, find), o (hot, cold), c (cat, cent), g (got, giant), u 
(but, put (in south of England), ow (cow, blow), ie (tie, 
field), ea (eat, bread),  
er (farmer, her), a (hat, what), y (yes, by, very), ch (chin, 
school, chef), ou (out, shoulder, could, you)  

 
Phase 5 HFW 

Decodable Words Tricky Words 

don’t day oh 

did made their 

I’m came people 

by make Mr           Mrs 

time here looked 

saw house called 

very about asked 

your put could 

 
Alternative spellings for phonemes:  
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Phase 6  
Children begin to tackle grammatical rules for the spellings 
when writing tenses, adding suffixes and prefixes, 

contractions and strategies for spelling tricky words. 
They also consolidate previously taught phases and apply 
skills and knowledge learned to become fluent readers and 
increasingly accurate spellers.  

- Past tense words  
- Adding Suffixes/prefixes to make longer words  

- Tricky ‘bits’ in words and use of memory strategies 


