
  Life in Victorian Britain Year 5/6

NC objectives: 

History: events beyond living memory; significant 

historical places in their locality; significant individuals 

who have contributed to national and international 

achievements; compare aspects of life in different periods 

Geography: identify characteristics of United Kingdom 

 

 

 

Curriculum Aspirations 

Trip to Beamish Museum, look at local Victorian influence.  

Rules and routines now and in the past. Religious 

behaviours. Debate on child labour, the difference between 

the lives of rich/poor. 

Compare with modern life; how would life have been 

different? Would it have been better or worse? In what 

way?  

 

 

Resources                                  

*Beamish Museum visit                          

*Victorian resource box DLR, primary 

and secondary resources, photos, 

artefacts including diaries, records, etc.            

*Internet, age-appropriate websites 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary                                                                                                    
Queen Victoria, monarch, Prince Albert, board schools, slates, inkwell, logbooks, Acts of Parliament, factory report, law, politician, child labour, mines, 

factories, machinery, mills, Dr Barnardo, Lord Shaftesbury, abacus, chimney sweep, cane, dunce’s hat, Industrial Revolution, pauper, workhouse, 

railways, steam train 

 

Prior Learning: 

Year 1: Dinosaurs (Prehistory); Toys & Homes (homes in the past); 

What is Great about where we live (Middleton – in Teesdale) 

 

Future Learning: 

Year 5/6: Coasts (Map work, Victorian seaside resorts); Mayans 

(timeline chronology, world maps); World War I/II ( timeline 

chronology,  

 

Big Question           

Would you rather 

have lived in 

Victorian times or 

now? 

 

 

Current Learning: 

✓ When was the Victorian era? 

✓ Who was Queen Victoria? 

✓ What was life like for a poor Victorian child? 

✓ Who was responsible for changing conditions for the 

poorest children? 

✓ What was it like going to school during Victorian times? 

✓ How might you have spent your time? 

✓ How did life change for poor children? 

✓ Crime and Punishment: what could you get away with? 

✓ Medicine: was it dangerous to become ill? 

✓ Famous Victorians: what is their legacy? 


