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Although this year is going to be like no other Christmas celebrated here at VLA we are determined to make it 

super special for the children. We have organised lots of fun days on the run up to Christmas including Christ-

mas craft activities and parties etc. in their class bubbles. 

Nativity Performances 

EYFS and Year 1 will be visiting St James’ church on separate days to perform their nativity performances. Alt-

hough parents will not be able to attend this year due to the circumstances, we will be recording each perfor-

mance and uploading it securely to our website for you to watch from the comfort of your own home. 

Christmas Lunch 

Christmas lunch will take place on Wednesday 16th December. All children will be able to enjoy a festive lunch 

with their class on this day. Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to free school meals and will 

not have to pay. KS2 children who currently have a packed lunch but would like a Christmas lunch will need to 

pay £2.10 via parent pay and a reply slip will be sent out today. KS2 children who are entitled to free school 

meals do not have to pay. 

Zoom Santa Party Sessions for EYFS and KS1 (Nursery, Reception,Y1 and Y2) 

On Thursday 17th December, Santa will be visiting school through the modern technology of Zoom. The younger 

pupils will be able to speak to Santa and take part in Christmas dances and activities. 

 

Online Pantomime KS2  

We have arranged an online pantomime for the KS2 children this year (Year 3-6). The performance has been pre 

recorded and sent to the school for us to enjoy in our classes with refreshments. 

 

Christmas Parties  

Christmas parties will be held in the classes this year  in the final week. School is asking for £1 to be sent into 

school instead of any food donations. Once we have received donations, each class teacher will then buy the 

party food. Further information will be issued by text on which day the children need to come to school in their 

party clothes. Thank you. 

 

Christmas Jumper Day 

The final day of term, Friday 18th December will be Christmas Jumper Day and we are asking for a £1 donation 
for school funds. If you cannot afford this for all of your children, please donate what you can!  

 
Christmas Cards 

This year, we are unable to have the Christmas post box in school for children to send Christmas cards. Instead 

children will make cards in their classes for one another as well as making a giant Christmas card where they can 

all write a lovely Christmas message for all to see. 

 

Christmas at VLA! 

The show must go on!  

Thank you for your ongoing support and understanding as the pandemic continues. School life is a little different 
this term. Although many things that we like to do e.g. visits and parental events in school etc. cannot currently 
take place, we are delighted with how the children have settled back into school life.  
Please can you continue to ensure your children read at home and complete their homework as we are working 
hard to make up for lost learning. 



Online Learning 

Every school now has to have a remote learning plan in place so if the school/bubble closes, or a child is self 
isolating they can still continue their education. As much as possible, we aim to do this online using Purple Mash 
as it is fun and engaging so the children love it. Also, teachers can log on to see what your child has completed 
and give feedback. We understand that not everyone has a tablet/laptop they can use or may not have internet 
access so please contact the school office if this is the case. We have applied for free SIM cards from  
Vodaphone to support families with free internet access and may be able to loan hardware if families do not 
have a tablet/ laptop etc. that will be needed to access online resources. Texts have been issued with Purple 
Mash logins. Please can you try to help your child log on and complete tasks set as homework so that if your 
child has to complete schooling online we know that it will work. 

Remembrance  - Lest We Forget 

Christmas Fundraising/Raffle 

Christmas Gift Campaign   

2020 has been a challenging and difficult year for us all. The extra cost of Christmas is another worry to many fami-
lies this year. Charity begins at home and VLA will be collecting donated gifts to support families in our village, who 
need extra help this Christmas. If you've been affected by the pandemic and would welcome some extra help, 
please fill in the confidential form that was sent out on our text service by 25/11/20 and is also accessible on the 
Coundon and Leeholme Facebook page. If you can help the Coundon and Leeholme Christmas gift campaign, 
please leave new donated toys/gifts in boxes that will be placed daily at the school gates. Thank you for your valu-
able support! 

As a school, we offer as much as we can free of charge or at a reduced rate as everything is subsidised by school 
funds. We realise the pandemic has affected everyone’s finances, but we urgently need to raise some funds to 
help us continue to deliver all of the activities, visits, rewards, Christmas presents etc. as well as to be able to 
support struggling families.  
 
The free breakfast scheme is unfortunately finishing at Christmas but we have managed to secure 40% funding 
from the Magic Breakfast Charity so each child in school can continue to have a classroom breakfast. There is no 
stigma for pupils as any child, not just those entitled to free school meals, can have a bagel or toast. Lots of work-
ing families currently have reduced income due to furlough etc. We are applying for grants as we aim to continue 
to subsidise this free breakfast as it is a lovely start to the day and ensures that no child is hungry at the start of 
the school day. 
 
We are asking that every child wears NON-UNIFORM this Friday, 27th November and brings a £1  
donation and any spare change like they did for Children in Need to cover a Santa Claus in class. All of the mon-
ey will be spent on your children.  
 
This year, we will be having our annual Christmas raffle, with quality prizes for you to win. Please can you buy 
and/or get your family to buy some raffle tickets which will be sold from Monday 30th November at £1 a strip. If 
you send the money in with your child, raffle tickets will be sent home and we will keep a copy in class. The raffle 
will be drawn on Wednesday 16th December. Please support us.  

This November, school has ensured all of our children have participated in remembrance activities as part of our 
British Values curriculum. The Durham Light Infantry provided an excellent online assembly and workshop last 
week for C4/5. Father Gary has worked in classes with younger pupils to celebrate remembrance and we would 
like to thank him for all of his hard work this term supporting staff in RE lessons. 
Adam Bushnell, renowned children’s author, has visited school today to create Remembrance poems with C4 
and 5 bubbles that will be shared on the website when complete.  



 Dates for Diaries 

Date Event Information 

Friday 27th November  Non Uniform Day £1 Donation and change to cover 

Santa Claus. Thank you! 

Monday 30th November Christmas Raffle Tickets  

go on sale 

Money can be sent in with your child 

or handed in at the gate. 

Tuesday 15th  

December 

Y1 Church Nativity 

 

St James’ Church 

Wednesday 16th  

December 

EYFS Nativity St James’ Church 

Wednesday 16th  

December 

Whole School  

Christmas Lunch 

Letter issued to children who bring  a 

packed lunch  

Thursday 17th  

December 

Zoom Santa  

Party Sessions 

Nursery, Reception,  

Class 1 and Class 2. 

Friday 18th  

December 

Christmas Jumper 

 Day 

 

Suggested £1 Donation 

Friday 18th  

December 

Christmas Holidays School closes for the Christmas  

holidays and re-opens on Monday  

4th January 

Staff News 

Due to a reduced budget this year, VLA is unfortunately having to make two support staff redundant at the end of 

this term. Miss French and Mrs Benson will sadly be leaving at the end of December. We would like to thank them 

for all their hard work over the years as they have made such a difference to so many children.  

They certainly will be missed at VLA and we wish them every success and happiness in their future careers. 

We would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  


