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          Welcome to our first newsletter for September 2020 and what a hectic but successful month 

it has been here at VLA! We are delighted with how your children have settled back into full 

time education despite so many having such a prolonged, six month break from school life. 

Although school life is a little different now , the children have adapted really well and they 

have been an absolute credit to you! We cannot thank you enough for your ongoing support 

during this difficult time.  

 

The safety of everyone in school remains our utmost priority and thank you for following all 

of the new systems and procedures including staggered start and finish times and changes 

to lunchtime arrangements that are in line with our stringent Covid-19 risk assessments.  

 

We are sorry but at this current time and, for the foreseeable future, we will be unable to 

offer any wraparound care, before and after school due to organisation of staff in bubbles 

and the strict cleaning schedules that need to be followed. However, every child is provided 

with a breakfast bagel or toast at the start of the school day, free of charge. Thank you for 

your patience as the situation is ever changing with guidance and rules having to be continu-

ally reviewed.  

 

If you are unsure of anything or require additional information, please do not hesitate to 

speak to myself or Mr Blake. We are usually at the gate every morning and you can contact 

the school office by telephone 01388 603588 or email at office@victorialaneprimary.co.uk. 

If you need to come to the main office door, please can you wear a face 

mask. Thank you. 

Welcome Back! 

COVID Symptoms  
The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are: 
A high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not 
need to measure your temperature) 
A new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 
A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell 
or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 
 
If you, your child or any household member develops coronavirus symptoms or has a posi-

tive test result, you must contact school immediately. If school is closed, you can email the 

school office as this email is being monitored out of hours and we will contact you for de-

tails. 

mailto:office@victorialaneprimary.co.uk


Reading & Homework 

Term Time Holidays  

If you have any reading books or storytime books (Reception/Year 1) that were sent home last 

year, please can you return them to school as a large number have not been returned yet. 

Thank you as these are expensive to replace. 

Reading and homework is sent home weekly but please can you ensure your child brings their 

reading book and reading diary back into school every day as staff issue rewards for regular 

reading at home.  

We really need your continued support with reading with your child at home and school will be 

contacting you if your child is not reading at home, at least three times a week, but ideally 

more. Children in KS2 have access to Reading Plus, an excellent online reading programme and 

we are recommending that they access this twice a week at home (log in details are in their 

reading diaries). Teachers are able to log in and monitor how well your child is doing on Read-

ing Plus. 

We understand that everyone cannot always take holidays in the school holiday periods and it 

is much more expensive then but the Local Authority monitor our attendance closely and do 

prosecute parents for term time holidays unless there are  exceptional circumstances.  

To help support you, school teacher training days this year in 2020 have been arranged a day 

before official school holidays begin so prices should be cheaper and your child will not have 

to miss any school. School is due to close for October half term break on Thursday 22th Octo-

ber and school will resume on Monday 2nd November. 

The school holidays for this year are as follows: 

Holiday Closing Date Date Re-opens 

Autumn half-term 2020 Thursday 22 October 2020 Monday 2 November 2020 

Christmas 2020 Friday 18 December 2020 Monday 4 January 2021 

Spring half-term 2021 Friday 12 February 2021 Monday 22 February 2021 

Easter 2021 Friday 26 March 2021 Monday 12 April 2021 

May Day 2021 Friday 30 April 2021 Tuesday 4 May 2021 

Summer half-term 2021 Thursday 27 May 2021 Monday 7 June 2021 

Summer 2021 Friday 16 July 2021 Thursday 2 September 2021 



Teacher and Parent Consultations 

Unfortunately, due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, we are unable to proceed with our 

autumn term face to face parent and teacher meetings in school. However, it really does 

make such a difference if home and school work together to support your child with their ed-

ucation so we are planning an alternative telephone consultation his term and further details 

will follow. 

PE and School Sport 

PE and School Sport is continuing in school but children are not attending any events off site. 

Coaching will resume in school for bubbles but unfortunately, the yoga coaching has been post-

poned due to illness. 

Please can you ensure your child has a PE Kit in school including a change of footwear as all 

classes have 2 PE sessions a week.  

Please contact school immediately if you change your mobile telephone or move house as 

we need up to date contact details for emergencies. We must be able to contact parents 

at all times. 

 

Also for safeguarding reasons, if someone different to the contacts listed for your child is 

collecting your child from school, please inform the office or leave a message at the gate. 

Change of Phone Number or Address 

Swimming 

Swimming lessons are cancelled this term but may go ahead in January for Class 3.         

However, this depends upon the Covid -19 situation at the time. If lessons are able to re-

start in spring term, then a letter will be issued with all of the necessary information for par-

ents. 

School Photographs 

School photographs will take place this Friday (2nd October). All children will be photo-
graphed individually. Due to the COVID situation , the photographer is not able to offer pre-
school or sibling photographs this year.  



Year 6 Parents 

Bishop Barrington has asked us to inform you of their upcoming Bishop Barrington Virtual  

Opening Evening, taking place on Thursday 1st October (6.00-8.30pm). As part of the evening, virtu-

al attendees will have a welcome speech from their Acting Headteacher (Mr Powell), a tour of the 

new building, see snapshots of their departments and hear the views of current pupils and their 

families.  

In order to access this opportunity, pupils and their families will need to head to the Bishop Barring-
ton website at 6.00pm and click the link on the home page. Not only will they have access to the 
aforementioned information, there will be a live Q and A session where families will be able to ask 
questions, via their Facebook page, to members of staff.  
 
King James are also holding virtual online meetings from Wednesday 30th September at 4pm. A 
short film featuring staff and students in all departments, site tour and digital access to the Acade-
my prospectus and school magazines have all been added to the school’s website. 
 

If your child is due to start school in September 2021,you will need to apply for a school 
place online at: http://www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions  alternatively you can call 
admissions and request a paper copy on 03000265896.  
 
The closing dates for both Primary and Secondary applications are listed below. 
 
• Primary Admissions 15th January 2021 
• Secondary Admissions 31st October 2020 

School Admissions 

Believe/VLA  Community Garden Project  
School is extremely grateful to Believe Housing, who have kindly donated a fantastic £6000 

for our outdoor community garden project. Over the summer, we've installed raised beds as 

well as a polytunnel and we grew potatoes, runner beans, tomatoes and a range of  healthy 

vegetables  for our children to enjoy eating. This exciting project is ongoing and all our chil-

dren will help in the garden as part of our outdoor learning curriculum.  


